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“ Zeyart AL-Arbaeen in significant Ottoman notebooks (15341574-)

Iranian Visitors as a Case Study”

Professor Dr. Saif Adnan Arheem

University of AL- Iraqiya - College of Arts
Dr. Hasan Talib Al-Khafaji Southern Technical

University - College of Engineering

The organization of the Zyarat Al-Arbaeen especially from the
Islamic countries, needs pauses that must be stopped, especially
during the period of Ottomans domination over the Arab countries,
including Iraq with its three states (Baghdad-Mosul-Basra) in
particular from (1534-1918). Those years also passed through
important articulated shifts that affected the general situation in
Iraq, including Zeyarat Al-Arbaeen, which prompted the state
council pay a great attention to this ritual and this was evident
through correspondences between Ottomans governors in Iraq

and the state council.

Among those Ottoman concerns during the reign of Sultan
Suleiman the Magnificent (1540-1566) and Sultan Selim I (1566-
1574) and the exchanged documents that provide us with valuable
information, it is related to Ottoman-Safavid relationship and the
interest of Iranian Muslims in Imams Zeyarah of the Ithna’Ashari
in Najaf'and Karbala, and the most important is Zyarat Al-Arbaeen
of Imam Hussein (PBUH) on the tenth of Muharram Al Haram.

The main question of the research is whether the Iranian visitors

enjoyed religious freedom like the Iraqi’s in Zyarat AL Arbaeen.
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And did the political relations between the Ottoman-Safavid have

an impact on that Zyarah?

The research will be dealt with in two axes, the first is the
visit during the reign of Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent, and the
second axis is the visit during the reign of Sultan Selim II, and the
point out is made to the responses of the two sultans in the letters

they received from the Beylerbeyi in this context.

Keywords: Forty-day visit, Ottoman registers, Iranian visitors
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