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The spatial organization of the activities and events of the visitors

during the Arbaeen visit (the old city in Najaf as a case study)

Ass-prof Ahmed S Alkhafaji
University of Kufa / College of Urban Planning

Mustafa Mohamad Abdalhusian
imam Ali Holy Shrine

The city of Al-Najaf is one of the most important centers for
visitors to the holy city of Karbala during the Arbaeen visit. due
to the fact that the city is characterized by the meeting point
between the southern governorates and Karbala. as well as the
presence of Al-Najaf Airport. which is the closest airport to the
city of Karbala. it receives foreign visitors. as well as the visitors’
quest to pass through the shrine of Imam Ali A continuation of the

march towards Imam Hussein.

Therefore. visitors flock to it in large numbers in order to
participate in the visit. These numbers of visitors are often
accompanied by weakness in the spatial organization of activities
and events and the absence of appropriate functional sites. as well
as in the creation of sustainable vital spaces and the organization
of movement paths and the accompanying presence of sudden

human densities in the absence of efficiency and sustainability.

Therefore. this research paper focuses on collecting real-time
data using Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and field

surveys of services. The numbers and density of visitors are



concentrated in the Old City and the vicinity of the Holy Upper
Court and the streets that lead to it. This depends on four main
factors (space management - organization of movement paths -
employment of services - distribution of uses). This affects the
visitors greatly while they are inside the study area. The article
relies on extrapolating reality. as it proposes sustainable and
highly efficient planning treatments that help organize a diverse

spatial targeting visitors.

spatial organization. crowd management. space

management. movement paths. Al-Najaf city.
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