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From the Arbaeen of Imam al-Husayn to the New Islamic Civilization
A Reading in the Horizon of Civilizational Transformation
Dr. Seyed Abdolkarim Hassanpour
Al-Mustafa International University and the University of Religions and

Denominations

In recent decades, the Arbaeen pilgrimage of Imam al-Husayn has
emerged as one of the most prominent religious and social phenomena
in the Islamic world, due to its vast human scale, growing symbolic and
cultural dimensions, and its gradual transformation into a phenomenon

that transcends geographical and sectarian boundaries.

This expanding reality has raised new epistemic questions regarding
the nature of this ritual and the possibility of integrating it into a project

for building a contemporary Islamic civilization.

This study stems from a central question concerning the potential
of the Arbaeen pilgrimage to transform from a popular religious ritual
into a civilizational lever that can be incorporated within the project of
a new Islamic civilization. It seeks to examine the extent to which this
pilgrimage can be integrated into a comprehensive civilizational vision
concerned with constructing a collective consciousness and fostering a

modern human renaissance.

The study’s main hypothesis is that the Arbaeen pilgrimage, with its
profound social, spiritual, and mobilizational capacities, represents one
of the viable pathways for civilizational transformation—if it is activated

within a coherent intellectual and visionary framework.



The study concludes thatthe underlying dimensions of this ritual—its mass
participation, its value-laden symbolism, and its transnational character—
contain the components of a unique civilizational project. Such a project
can contribute to shaping a mission-oriented collective consciousness and

to activating dynamics of change within Islamic societies.

However, this can only be realized through reorienting the phenomenon
within an integrated civilizational strategy—one that balances the spiritual
essence of the ritual with the requirements of civic development, thereby
transforming it from a spontaneous popular act into a purposeful, mission-

driven practice with a long-term civilizational impact.

:ArbacenofImamHussein, Islamic Civilization, Civilizational
Transformation, Religious Rituals, Collective Consciousness, Islamic

Civilizational Project, Renaissance
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