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Identifying the most important variables that increase the number
of foreign visitors during the Arbaeen pilgrimage using variable
selection for the regression model

Asst.Prof.Dr Fadel Hameed Hadi
Asst.Prof. Dr Saif Hossam Raheem
Asst.Prof.Dr Asaad Nasser Hussein

University of Al-Qadisiyah — College of Administration and Economics

The presence and attendance of foreign visitors in the Arba’een
visitation plays a significant and clearly important role, especially since
the Arba’een visitation is considered one of the largest and most important
global peaceful gatherings. In this visitation, it is essential to display
human solidarity in its most beautiful form, particularly with foreign
visitors of other nationalities. The values of martyrdom and sacrifice of
Imam Hussain (AS) transcend sectarian and denominational boundaries.
The presence of foreign visitors has many advantages, the most important
of which is encouraging global media to focus on this peaceful gathering as
a global event, not merely a local one. The participation of foreign visitors
and official delegations, as well as unofficial delegations, serves as a form
of diplomatic communication. Therefore, identifying the most important
variables that lead to an increase in the number of foreign visitors is a
critical topic. This can be achieved through the use of statistical models by
employing mechanisms for selecting important variables and excluding
insignificant ones, thereby focusing interpretive efforts on these key
variables. To build a specialized mathematical model for the data of our
current study, the use of quantile regression modeling—which is robust
against standard problems and outliers—can be employed. This model
also provides comprehensive coverage of the entire data domain to ensure
results that fulfill the properties of a good estimator.

Foreign visitors in the Arba’een visitation, human values
and international solidarity, global religious gatherings, quantile regression
and statistical modeling, religious diplomacy and global media.
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