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Civil Liability Arising from Damages during the Arbaeen Pilgrimage

Asst. Lecturer Zahraa Salem Sabri

University of Baghdad / Center for Urban and Regional Planning

This study addresses one of the most complex issues due to the legal
and practical challenges it raises. The Arbaeen Pilgrimage holds profound
sanctity for all Muslims, as it represents continuity and steadfastness
in the cause of Imam al-Husayn (peace be upon him). Each year, the
number of pilgrims increases, and with this growth come various types
of damages—material, physical, or moral—that may affect individuals
as well as public and private property. Accordingly, this research seeks
to examine the extent to which such damages may be compensated under
the rules of civil liability in Iraqi law, while also considering the potential
parties who may bear such responsibility. The study draws upon relevant
legal texts and makes a comparative analysis with the experiences of other
countries that regulate similar religious events, in order to draw lessons
from effective legal models. The research concludes with the need to
enact specific legislation to regulate the Arbaeen Pilgrimage, activate
mechanisms for fair compensation to those affected—such as establishing
a national compensation fund—and organize the work of service groups
(mawakeb) within a clear legal framework that balances the sanctity of

the pilgrimage with the protection of rights.

: Civil Liability, Arbaeen Pilgrimage, Mass Gatherings, Pilgrims’

Services, Arbaeen of Imam Hussein, Damages in the Pilgrimage
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