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The Role of Media in Covering the Arabian Pilgrimage and Its
Impact on Awareness and Social Attitudes

Prof.Muntaha Abdel-Zahra
University of Mustansiriya / College of Education
Asst. Prof. Dr. Bakr Abdul-Majeed Mohammed
College of Arts — Samarra University
Asst. Lect. Safa’a Abdulhussein
Ministry of Education

The Role of Media in Covering the Arabian Pilgrimage and Its Impact
on Awareness and Social Attitudes Media in all its forms plays a significant
role in shaping public awareness¢ both at the individual and societal levels.
Whether the message conveyed is positive or negative media remains a
double-edged sword: it can either contribute to reinforcing sound values
and practices or serve as a destructive force against them. Therefore«
those responsible for managing media in the Arab and Islamic world bear
a considerable responsibility in selecting the content presented across
various platforms« including radio« television¢ and others

When the concept of Husseini media is introduced¢ what often comes
to mind is the intense media activity aimed at commemorating the tragedy
of Karbala and the immense oppression endured by Imam Hussein (peace
be upon him) and his family¢« along with the subsequent grave events.
This commemoration often emphasizes the emotional dimension of the
tragedy¢ aiming to stir human emotions and awaken the conscience of the
audience« thereby naturally aligning their awareness with the oppressed
and condemning the oppressor. While this is undoubtedly a crucial and
impactful aspect: it does not encompass the entirety of the Husseini cause

The deep conviction among a wide audience of believers that the
revolution of Imam Hussein (peace be upon him) was not driven by
personal ambitions or political struggles for power« but rather by a purely
reformist mission to revive divine values and confront deviation¢ grants
Husseini media a broader horizon. It moves beyond emotional appeal to
the construction of conscious awareness.



In this context¢ media outlets—particularly during the Arabian
pilgrimage—play a pivotal role in documenting the event and amplifying its
social and intellectual impact. This is achieved by broadcasting the scenes of
the millions marching toward Karbala and highlighting the manifestations
of sacrifice« solidarity¢ and the voluntary services offered by people« all of
which reflect the profound sense of belonging to this just cause.

Media efforts to commemorate the tragic memory take various formss
including the dissemination of visual¢ audio¢« and written content that
stirs emotions¢ stimulates thought< and reinforces the performance of
Husseini rituals¢ given their significant role in shaping religious identity
and maintaining connection with the principles for which Imam Hussein
(peace be upon him) sacrificed. Thus¢ Husseini media is not limited
to evoking tears or emotions—it also serves as a tool for education¢
awareness¢ and the development of social and ethical stances that reject
injustice and support the truth.

The current study aimed to explore the role of media in covering the
Arabian pilgrimage and its impact on awareness and social attitudes. It also
sought to determine whether there are statistically significant differences
in these perceptions based on gender among Arabian pilgrims.

The research focused on a sample of )100 Arabian pilgrims of Imam
Hussein (peace be upon him) for the academic year (2024-2025). The
researchers defined a set of key terms related to the theoretical framework
of the study and carried out several methodological steps¢ including a
description of the research population and the selection of a sample of (100)
participants. A research tool was developed and validated for reliability
and consistency. The study resulted in a set of findings that were presented¢
analyzed¢ and interpreted« ultimately leading to a number of conclusions¢
as well as recommendations and suggestions relevant to the topic.

:Role of Media« Coverage of the Arabian Pilgrimage« Awarenesss
Social Attitudes.
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