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Aesthetics of Expressing Grief and Hope in the Arbaeen Pilgrimage
in Visual and Communal Arts

Asst. Lecturer. Wissam Huwaidi Al-Shami

Lecturer at Mashoura Center for Studies and Development

This research addresses the representations of collective emotion in the
ritual arts of the Arba’een visitation, as one of the world’s most intense
religious rituals in terms of participation and collective expression. The
study sought to explore the symbolic and conceptual aesthetic dimensions
through which a Shiite collective identity is formulated via art, ritual, and
space, drawing on modern philosophical and anthropological references.
The research started from a central hypothesis that the ritual arts associated
with the Arba’een visitation are not merely tools for emotional expression
or ritual decoration but represent a complex semantic system serving
multiple functions: memory retrieval, meaning production, identity
reinforcement, and renewal of collective interaction with foundational
symbols. Theserepresentations were analyzed through five central chapters.

Collective emotion, ritual arts, Arba’een visitation, collective

identity, symbolism and aesthetics.
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