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Offering Programs for Managing the Million-Pilgrim Crowdsduring
the Arbaeen Pilgrimage (The Leaders Program as a Model)
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Wafaa Kazem Jabbar

Ms. Sayyida Nada Shah Mohammadi
Imam Jaafar Al-Sadiq University — Al-Muthanna Branch

The Holy Hussainiya Shrine is uniquely honored to serve Aba
Abdullah, Imam Hussain (peace be upon him), while also collaborating
with other shrines in serving the visitors of Arba’een. It serves millions of
pilgrims, as the Arba’een visitation is one of the largest global religious

gatherings ever recorded in the history of international religious events.

The British newspaper The Independent emphasized in a report that
the Arba’een visitation is an unparalleled religious event worldwide,
with participant crowds exceeding five times the number of pilgrims
during Hajj—which itself gathers Muslims from all over the world as
areligious obligation.

The newspaper also noted that the Arba’een visitation has been

registered in the Guinness World Records.

On the other hand, a report by Radio Austin Europe described the
million-person Arba’een procession as the largest religious march in the
world, with participation exceeding 20 million people from more than 80
countries. (Al-Khabariya, 2016).

Managing million-person crowds is a broader concept than merely
providing health services, transportation, accommodation, or food. It
incorporates psychological and social considerations, expanding and

evolving to include the development of a conscious human being.



Accordingly, the Holy Hussainiya Shrine has established specialized
service centers to care for people’s psychological well-being, creating
counseling centers dedicated to educational guidance and family
psychological counseling.

It has also established personal development centers to nurture
individuals who, alongside scientific progress, embody humanistic
values in line with the teachings of Imam Hussain (peace be upon him).

Thus, the research is divided into several sections, including:

-Section One:The theoretical framework of the research concepts,

divided into two parts:
Part One: Understanding the concept of the Arba’een visitation.

Part Two: Understanding the concept of million-person crowd

management.
-Section Two: Also divided into two parts:

Part One: An overview of the Family Guidance and Psychological

Counseling Centers affiliated with the Holy Hussainiya Shrine.

Part Two: An examination of the developmental programs carried
out by the Family Counseling Center in Najaf Al-Ashraf for leadership

development.

:Arba’een Visitation, Million-Person Crowds, Leadership

Development Program.
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