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Arbaeen Pilgrimage and the Reproduction of Shiite Collective
Identity in the Contemporary

Asst.Lect.Sayyid Mostafa Sharafat

University of Religions and Denominations — Qom

This study adopts an analytical-functional and interdisciplinary
approach to explore the multiple dimensions of the Arbaeen pilgrimage
and its role in reconstructing Shi’a collective identity in the contemporary
world. In recent years, Arbaeen has transformed into a transnational
religious and cultural phenomenon that transcends ritual boundaries
and symbolizes unity and cohesion among Shi’a communities globally.
Available data reveal that millions of pilgrims from countries across all
five continents participate in this annual event, demonstrating its expansive
global reach and unifying potential. The walking rituals, hospitality tents
(mawkibs), and voluntary services reflect clear expressions of cultural
resistance and social solidarity in the face of sectarian fragmentation and
political marginalization. The study also emphasizes the significant role of
both traditional and digital media in reinforcing the symbolic presence of
Arbaeen on the global stage. Live broadcasts, social platforms, and virtual
campaigns contribute substantially to spreading the message and imagery
of the pilgrimage worldwide. In conclusion, the study recommends
leveraging Arbaeen as a soft power tool of cultural diplomacy to promote
intercultural dialogue, counter identity-based threats, and advance
a unified and humanistic Islamic discourse. It also calls for further
interdisciplinary research incorporating sociology, anthropology, media
studies, and religious-political analysis to deepen the understanding of
this growing phenomenon.

Arbaeen pilgrimage, identity formation, religious identity,
cultural policy, Islamic unity, Shi’ism, cultural diplomacy
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