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Literarization of History: The Safar 1977 Uprising in the Novel
The Bloody Ascension by Abdullah Al-Miyali as a Model

Hamid Al-Huraizi

The Arbaeen uprising of 1977, known as the Safar uprising, was an
important turning point in the history of the confrontation between the
followers of the Ahl al-Bayt, peace be upon them, who have been practicing
their rituals with unparalleled commitment for hundreds of years, and the
tyrannical ruling regimes, including the Baath regime, which was known

for its tyranny and its fight against those rituals.

This uprising, represented by the insistence of the visitors to continue
the march on foot from Najaf to Karbala despite the ban decision, revealed
to local and regional public opinion that the will of the people does not
submit to the decisions of the tyrannical regime, which was confused in
its decisions, violated the sanctities, and confronted with the force of arms

and men to stop the advance of this peaceful march.

Various books, studies and research have been written about this uprising
by researchers, historians and academics, and it has also been covered in
dozens of articles by a number of other writers in various newspapers and

magazines, especially after the fall of the Baathist regime in 2003.

On the literary side, the uprising did not receive the attention that is
commensurate with its importance. We only observed some scattered poems
here and there. However, the most important thing we observed was an
important literary novel that archived the uprising in an enjoyable and solid
literary form, which is the novel (The Bloody Ascension) by the short story
writer Abdullah Al-Mayali from the holy city of Najaf. It is the winning
novel in the tenth Al-Saffir Cultural Festival for the year 2021, which is the
festival held annually by the Secretariat of the Great Mosque of Kufa.



This novel, as writers with our literary and critical interests, can be
considered part of the literature of resistance, even though the march on
foot from Najaf to Karbala was a peaceful march in every sense. However,
the resistance was represented by that great determination and unparalleled
enthusiasm to confront the tyrannical regime despite its tyranny, brutality,

and armed forces.
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