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The 9th International Scientific Conference for Arba‘een Visitation

(Under the theme: The Safar Uprising of 1977)

Asst. Lecturer Thani Abdullah Ahmed
Lecturer at the College of Education — Jigawa State, Nigeria

In the month of Safar 1977, the holy city of Najaf witnessed one of
the most significant religiously motivated popular uprisings in modern
Iraqi history. The Ba’athist regime responded with excessive force against
massive crowds who had taken to the streets to commemorate the Husayni
rituals. This study aims to analyze this uprising by exploring the political,
religious, and social contexts that led to it. It investigates both the direct
and indirect causes, explains the regime’s response, and highlights the
stance of the religious authorities—particularly the discourse of Sayyid
Muhammad Bagqir al-Sadr (may he rest in peace). The paper also examines
the strategic dimensions and long-term impacts of the uprising, especially
its influence on subsequent movements. A descriptive-analytical method
has been employed to interpret the events and connect them to the broader
historical framework. The study draws on historical sources, contemporary
documents, religious sermons, and statements issued by parties involved
in the conflict. The research concludes that the uprising was not a mere
spontaneous protest but rather a pivotal moment that reshaped the
relationship between the state and the Shi‘a community, paving the way
for a new phase of resistant political and religious consciousness.

Safar Uprising, Cultural Resistance, Ba’ath Regime,
Husayni Rituals, Arba‘een Pilgrimage, Iraqi Regime, Repression,
Religious  Authority.
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