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The Political Impacts of the Arbaeen Pilgrimage in
Iraq: The Safar Uprising of 1977 as a Model

Asst. Prof. Ali Saleh Abbas Al-Hasnawi
Ministry of Education — General Directorate of Education in Karbala
Governorate

The Safar Uprising of 1977 represented a pivotal moment in the history of Iraq during the
era of Baathist rule (1968-2003). This uprising was not merely a spontaneous public reaction to
the government’s prohibition of religious rituals (particularly the Shi'a mourning ceremonies), but
rather a critical episode in a broader series of political events that exposed the underlying tensions
between the ruling regime and Iraqi society—especially in relation to freedom of expression, and

religious and political practices.

The primary objective of this study is to shed light on the political impact of the 1977 Safar Uprising
on Iraq’s political system at the time. The uprising played a significant role in breaking the barrier of
fear that had long prevented Iragis from confronting the ruling authority, thereby encouraging them
to challenge the Baathist government and advocate for their rights and freedoms. Furthermore, it
exposed the Ba'ath Party’s disingenuous Islamic rhetoric, which the regime had employed in an attempt

to gain the support of the Islamic movement following its rise to power in 1968.

Additionally, the uprising triggered internal divisions within the Baath Party itself, as
disagreements emerged among its members regarding how to deal with the protesters. These
divisions highlighted the internal tensions within the party and the difficulties its leadership faced
in maintaining cohesion. Moreover, the Safar Uprising of 1977 served as a precursor to subsequent
mass uprisings that had profound effects on the shaping of modern Iraqi history. Thus, it stands
as a crucial event for understanding the political and social transformations that occurred in Iraq

during this period.

Arbaeen , Safar uprising, 1977 uprising, Khan al-Nas 1977, Arbaeen
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