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Western Media Discourse and the Interactive Field of the Islamic

Civilizational Project in the Zeyarat Arbaeen

Dr. Maryam Reda Khalil
Academic Teacher in Islamic University of Lebanon IUL

maryam_ridal122@hotmail.com

When Harvard University professor Samuel Huntington (1993) spoke
about the “clash of civilizations” theory« he departed from the prevailing
vision of classifying conflict and power as having ideological¢ political¢
and economic roots¢ and identified it with a purely cultural¢ civilizational
origin. Since the Zeyarat Arbaeen belongs to a global civilizational
project¢ it has a value system that crosses other geography and cultures.
The mechanisms for disseminating this system represent the knot that
needs to be dismantled to highlight the interactive cultural role of the
values of the Zeyarat Arbaeen« specifically in Western society. Therefore«
the problem of this research paper raises the role of the Western media
in highlighting the interactive field between the cultural renaissance
project of the Zeyarat and the highest common human values. While
the contexts of the current era reveal the application of the hegemony
of political authority to the narrative of media discourse and the role of
policies in subjugating the media to serve specific interests and agendas«

the paper posits two complementary hypotheses; The first: The Zeyarat



contributes due to its rich cultural fields that are interactive and non-
confrontational« as Huntington framed power relations¢ to the rise of
[slamic civilization and the integrated renaissance project in building
the normal human being and the Mahdist society. The second is that
the Zeyarat in the Western media is subject to a systematic process of
neglect and stereotyping that obscures these fields. Western writings are
few compared to the size of the largest religious event in the world¢ and
they carry a stereotypical image of the visit that makes it a “spectacle”
of pictures and numbers« but without the spirit of the Zeyarat; its values¢
its spiritual and human dimensions¢ its cultural and social effects on
humanity« and the development of global Islamic civilization. The paper
monitors various Western websites« both journalistic and academic¢ over
the past years¢ in an attempt to find statistical data for writings about
the Zeyarat¢ and to analyze the narrative of Western discourse about it.
It aims to invest the data in activating the media knowledge system of

foreign visitors as “messengers of the Zeyarat” to their country.

The Zeyarat Arbaeen; Civilization; Clash of Civilizations;
The Islamic civilizational project; Western media discourse; The value

system of the Zeyarat Arbaeen; Foreign visitors; “Zeyarat messengers”
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