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The Arbaeen Pilgrimage in the Diaspora: A Study of Its Spiritual
and Social Impact on the Shia Community in Canada

Asst.Lect. Niran Salem Dagher Al-Saray

M.A. in Quranic Sciences and Exegesis

The Arbaeen pilgrimage in Canada represents a social and spiritual
phenomenon that reflects the deep connection of the Shi’a community
with Imam Hussain (peace be upon him) and his noble values.

This annual procession embodies the principles of sacrifice and solidarity,
strengthens bonds within the community, and contributes to increasing
religious awareness among the youth by instilling the values of Imam
Hussain in their hearts. Symbolic events such as processions, banner-
raising, and food distribution draw the attention of Canadian society to the
efforts of the community each year. As a result, the Arbaeen walk becomes
an annual occasion to renew faith, reinforce loyalty, and preserve Islamic
identity in the face of cultural assimilation challenges.

This study presents real-world evidence of the impact of Arbaeen
rituals on Western societies, including:

-First:The organization of the Arbaeen Walk by the Imam Hussain
Foundation in Windsor, Ontario, Canada. Initially attended by dozens of
individuals, the event has grown to include hundreds of Shi’a community
members, along with participation from non-Muslim Canadians
and others—reflecting the growing presence and influence of this
commemoration in Canadian public life.

-Second: The foundation devotes special attention to Arbaeen-related
programs by organizing religious lectures, social services, and youth
activities, where young people help organize the processions. These efforts
strengthen the educational aspect of the Arbaeen walk and contribute
to developing skills and a sense of religious identity among younger
generations—an especially important goal in a diasporic context.



-Third: The study also explores the challenges faced by organizers, the
most notable being:

1. Legal restrictions on public gatherings in certain areas, such as
main roads and public squares near government buildings, which require
specific procedures to obtain approval for large-scale marches.

2. The difficulty of conveying the message of Arbaeen to non-Muslims
due to cultural and linguistic differences.

-Fourth:The study includes a range of documentary elements, including:

1. Photographs documenting the procession, such as participants,
children and youth carrying banners of Imam Hussain, food distribution,
and images of Canadian passersby engaging with the event.

2. A survey showing the number of participants from various
communities, including Lebanese, Pakistani, and Iraqi communities.

3. Short interviews with individuals of different nationalities addressing
their questions about the purpose, origins, and significance of the Arbaeen
procession and the community's devotion to the cause of Imam Hussain
(peace be upon him).

4. Samples of flyers distributed during the procession that provide a
brief explanation of Imam Hussain’s message.

5. A statistical survey showing the number of Arbaeen visitors from
North America—especially Canada—in previous years.

Arbaeen Pilgrimage in Canada — Shia Community — Islamic
Identity — Religious Awareness — Hussaini Values
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People also watched this video

TMA's Imam Hussain (A.S.) :
Hot Chocolate Stand - Arbaeen P...

Imam Hussain Foundation ~ Windsor, Canada -
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