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Designing and Analyzing the Media Narrative Model
of Arbaeen Pilgrimage in the Context of Soft Warfare

A Comparative Study in International Media

Dr. Hojjat Haji Mohammed

University Tehran

The Arbaeen pilgrimage stands as one of the largest religious gatherings
in the Islamic world, carrying deep spiritual, symbolic, and identity-
based significance. Despite its massive scale, its media coverage remains
fragmented, distorted, or ideologically framed—particularly in the context
of rising global soft warfare strategies. This research aims to develop an
analytical model of media narrative framing of the Arbaeen pilgrimage by
conducting a comparative study of narratives across Western, Arab, and
Islamic media outlets. The goal is to explore how public perception is
shaped and how religious identity is framed within the international media
space. The study employs a qualitative methodology, combining critical
discourse analysis with structural narrative modeling. A purposive sample
of content from global media platforms—including BBC, CNN, Al Jazeera,
Press TV, and RT—was analyzed. Findings reveal four dominant narrative
types (emotional, securitized, ritualistic, and resistant-symbolic), each
varying in terms of medium, messaging, and cognitive-emotional influence.
The results underscore the media narrative’s capacity to reshape collective
consciousness, either by undermining or reinforcing Shi’a identity. The
study proposes a multi-layered analytical model incorporating structural,
agent-based, and value-driven components of media narratives. It concludes
by recommending strategic narrative production policies to counteract
soft warfare, encouraging multi-platform storytelling that emphasizes the
universal and humanitarian dimensions of the Arbacen phenomenon.

:Arbaeen Pilgrimage,MediaNarratives,SoftWarfare, Religious
Identity,International Media,Discourse Analysis.
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Briefing: Iraq, Iran
discuss rail link
ahead of key Shia
pilgrimage
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Iranian Minister Sadeq and Basra Governor
Eidani inspecting border crossing
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Arbaeen 1445-2023

Analysis: What's Behind
international media
boycott of Arbaeen?
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Millions of Shia Muslim
pilgrims gather in Iraq for
Arbaeen

Pilgrims in Karbala hold up Palestinian

flags amid the war in Gaza as they mark
annual mourning for martyrdom of Imam

Hussein.
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BBC And CNN Report On Arbaen ( world
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The annual event sees millions of
pilgrims from around the world
gather in Karbala for the Arbaeen
commemoration, Al Jazeera
reported.

Every year, millions of Shia Muslims
and some people of other faiths from
around the world take part in a special
pilgrimage ritual, culminating in what is
arguably the world’s largest public
gathering, according to Al Jazeera.
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VOLUME 1 - ISSUE 4
Some thoughts on the Arbaeen

Infographic: Media walk
Coverage for
Arbdeen Pilg I‘imdge The Long View > Volume 1 Issue 4 >
2023 Some thoughts on the Arbaeen walk
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MEDIA COVERAGE FOR ARBAEEN

PILGRIMAGE 2023 & 28 November 2019
' 4 An opportunity to visit Iraq, specifically
i = Najaf and Karbala provided Ahmed
1300 | 1486 Kaballo with food for thought of how

Islamic society does and could work.

Last October | was lucky enough to be
invited to witness one of the largest

Report Know
An Vet Press Act

Releases Now Lonate

r
Incident Rights



o 1 8,3L5 e s (8 4311 A sall SV LS kel
) sl 3155503 s €8 e Lo YYAT 5o a3 Lo O Y0 YT
il bl de) s dodle] lS VEAT 5 £5Lab 53 4Y il

sl G e w5 tglesse o] 5 i guidl Jlu
oad ey A 8,LN ST 0 el 2 (3 U2 501 05 Llaiel) ol

V854 Il LesN s o) CSJA;Srfu;:L}jJJ\ L e s
Sl B3sae oMYl leslatll bl 5l Lo o o SIS pdsei s

s ST Sl Bl o e ded ol3 olaalliizel)
Dl I Sl e AU 5l Goalall oS el JE ] o brlas]
AaslI O Al v and Lgad go dydoerd

Circle of Lovers — I 231 U ) WLl 1A 73 5ol

=l IR-MCI LTE 4:46 PM @ @ 10% (%)

AA en.ifilmtv.ir (&

ifFilon

t\&.rourism Landmarks  Culture  Nature

Documentary chronicles Arbaeen pilgrimage

Iranian documentary ‘Circle of Lovers’, directed by
Hamed Kaljei, sheds light on one of the most enduring
and sacred traditions in Islam: the Arbaeen pilgrimage.

‘Circle of Lovers’ offers a comprehensive exploration of the history,

evolution, and significance of this ritual, tracing its origins from 680 CE

to the present day.
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Documentary on Arbaeen
Screened in Paris
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TEHRAN (IQNA) — A documentary film featuring the
Arbaeen pilgrimage was screened by the Iranian

Cultural Center in Paris, France
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Western Media’s Censorship of
Arbaeen Events

TEHRAN (IQNA) - The fact that Western media censor what
happens in the annual Arbaeen pilgrimage is proof of the greatness
of the religious event, a preacher says.
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Comparative Analysis of Media Coverage Styles on the Arbaeen
Pilgrimage
" s Alignment with
Media / Channel Real Example Narrative Style Final Narrative Model
BBC/CNN Technical and limited Superficial - Limited Weak
(YouTube) video report on pilgrims Analytical
BBC Monitoring Focus on security and Security - Political Weak
infrastructure negotiations
Human-political coverage Human - Political -
Al Jazeera with Palestine flag Symbolic Very Strong
Social and resistant Human - Symbolic-
Press TV documentary Eye on Islam Resistant Strong
ABNA24 Analysis of western Omission/ Agenda-setting| Moderate to Strong
media silence
Eurasla Magazine Reprint of Al Jazeera's Human - Symbolic Strong
human-symbolic coverage
Iraq Int. News Agency Professional mediareportl  Organized - News Moderate
with extensive statistics
Circle of Lovers (Doc.) Historical-religious Historical = Personal - Very Stron
E biographical documentary Symbolic Y g
Mostafa... (Doc.) International documentary Global —Personal - Very Strong
E with personal and national Resistant
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