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The Hussaini Revolution emerged from the foundations and principles
of religious education, aimed at shaping a righteous individual capable
of confronting the tyranny of oppressive rule and engaging positively
with the changes and challenges of human life. Imam al-Hussain (peace
be upon him) was a reformer on political, social, economic, and religious
fronts—dimensions that represent the very pillars of sustainable human
development, which the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) has sought to implement and promote worldwide since the
early 1990s. This vision aspires to ensure humanity enjoys a dignified
and free life, free from poverty, disease, and environmental degradation,
while fortified with a sound educational standard that enables deep
reflection and wise engagement with the affairs of life.

In this light, the Arbaeen pilgrimage draws inspiration from the
values of the revolution led by the Imam (peace be upon him) against the
forces of polytheism and Umayyad tyranny, who spread corruption and
injustice across the land. The noble principles underpinning the Arbaeen
pilgrimage thus align with the concepts and indicators of sustainable
human development adopted by the UNDP. This study proceeds from the
hypothesis that “the principles of the Arbaeen pilgrimage complement
the mission-driven role charted by Imam al-Hussain (peace be upon
him) during the events of Karbala in the year 61 AH, aimed at shaping
a righteous human being, capable of dealing wisely and perceptively
with life’s changes, and confronting economic, social, political, and
religious deviations—objectives that resonate with the UNDP’s pursuit
of sustainable human development.”

Accordingly, the Arbaeen pilgrimage serves as a vital reminder of the
importance of fostering human advancement through creative thought,
nurturing present and future generations, and instilling in them religious
awareness of the principles for which Imam al-Hussain (peace be upon
him) sacrificed his life. This is achieved through the preparation and



organizationofallreligiousrites, Hussaini commemorations, processions,
and sermons held annually for the pilgrimage—opportunities that can be
invested in reinforcing love for the Prophet’s Household (peace be upon
them), following their path, and adhering to the guidance of our revered
religious authority in practicing noble conduct, loving goodness, and
extending help to others.

The study concludes with several significant findings, foremost
among them: that many of the ideas, perspectives, and developmental
proposals advanced by the UNDP since its inception in 1990 for
sustaining human development find their origins and moral foundation
in the revolution led by Imam al-Hussain (peace be upon him) against
Umayyad despotism, which usurped rights, violated sanctities, and
degraded human dignity. The Arbaeen pilgrimage thus stands as a
continuation of Hussaini values and principles, reviving the reformist
role of human development initiated by the Imam (peace be upon
him) to rescue the Islamic nation from the oppression it endured under
Umayyad rule, and from the exploitation and misappropriation of the
Muslim treasury

Dignified living, human development, environment, UNDP, Hussaini
Revolution.
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