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Memory of Karbala: The cultural dimension

of Hussein’s visit

Zuhair Taglat
Higher Institute of Human Sciences in Medenine, University of

Gabes, Tunisia.

In this research, we intend to address Karbala as a memory that
encompasses the sacred place and time and to trace the path of the
formation of this memory. It is no secret that the sacred place merges
with the sacred time, Ashura, the time of the martyrdom of Al-Hussein
(peace be upon him), that pivotal event in the formation of the sacred
visit, the Arbaeen visit, the mother of visits, and the formation of
the primary elements of the rituals of visiting the shrine of Al-
Hussein (peace be upon him) and its acquisition of a kind of holiness
and transcendence. We also aim to reveal the role of the Arbaeen
pilgrimage as a sparking event in recalling the memory of Hussein’s
journey from Hijaz to Iraq and extracting the civilizational lesson from
it. We will also seek to examine Hussein’s charismatic personality
and its dimensions, which are full of emotion and symbolism and
laden with meanings of sacrifice and redemption. The Husseini
journey and the Karbala event depict an epic that followed a path rich
with immortal human values that the Shiite memory preserved and
narrated to us in its finest details. We will then focus on clarifying an
interconnected trinity consisting of three basic symbols upon which
the Shiite collective memory is built: person, place, and time, which
are the deepest concepts that govern the Arbaeen visit and all other
visitations. In the meantime, we will contemplate the meanings of
the Arbaeen visitation supplication and what it suggests of values of



sacrifice, loyalty, companionship, allegiance, and salvation.

We will try, as much as possible, in the folds of our research to
trace the features of the Husseini project, and how it was renewed
through the Arbaeen visit so that the Karbala event becomes a solution
to the problems of the era and a rise to the challenges of reality and
the future and a type of Husseini renaissance that goes beyond the
tragic aspect to the resounding cry and revolution against injustice
and humiliation and the longing for freedom and dignity.

Karbala, Arbaeen pilgrimage, Hussein, Shiites,

sacrifice, martyrdom.
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