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Evaluating the dimensions of the urban environment suitable

for the elderly - the Grand Mosque of Mecca and the Mosque

of Razavi as a model

Tuqa Ahmad Musa
University Of Baghdad/ Center of Urban & Regional planning for
postgraduate studies

Prof.Dr Areaj Khairy Othman Alraw
University Of Baghdad/ Center of Urban & Regional planning for
postgraduate studies

Aging represents one of the challenges of the twenty-first
century, as the number of elderly people has increased recently as
one of the results of urban development. However, the process of
urbanization and urban development in cities has brought about
changes in urban planning in various dimensions, which has led
to the emergence of some problems facing the elderly in different

regions, especially In religious centers, which represented



the research problem, the research aims to evaluate global
experiences. For the purpose of reviewing the global experiences
that faced this problem, the research will address the experiences
of the Mosque of Mecca in Saudi Arabia and the Mosque of
Razavi in Iran, and evaluate them from five axes (transportation,
participation and social integration, sublimation , security, and
safety)..to reach the themes that can be applied in the holy cities
in the Iraqi city of Karbala in the quarterly visit. Experiments were
evaluated for the above axes with points ranging from (0-4), (0)
when the axis was not achieved, (1) when the axis was weak, (2)
when the axis was moderate, (3) when the axis was strong. The
results of the evaluation were that the suitability of the area for the
elderly in the Razavi Mosque was greater, with a total of 105. The
unachieved secondary axes represented the lack of contribution
to the plan, and the lack of housing designated for the elderly.
As for the Mecca Mosque area, it achieved 86. The secondary
axes that were not achieved were the loss of volunteer work,
housing allocated for the elderly, and the lack of green spaces
and afforestation. Therefore, the research recommends studying
the main and secondary indicators in the above experiments and
evaluating the reality of the situation of the holy cities in Karbala
and Najaf, to activate the indicators that contribute to achieving
spatial suitability for the elderly, as one of the modern planning
trends is to take into account all age groups in city planning, and

to focus on the elderly groups.

: Age-friendly cities, transportation and movement,

security and safety
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