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The Semantic Dimensions in the Media Language of the Arbaeen Visit

An Analytical Study in Expression and Reception

.Asst. Prof. Dr. Sadeer Hossam Kareem Mohammed

.Directorate of Education — Maysan Governorate

This study aims to analyze the semantic dimensions embedded in
the media language surrounding the Arbaeen pilgrimage¢ approached
as a ritualistic and cultural phenomenon that transcends local religious
practice to encompass global symbolic and humanitarian significance. The
analysis adopts a semiotic—pragmatic framework¢ drawing on semantics
and reception theory to explore how media discourse constructs meaning
through symbolic expression¢ and how audiences reinterpret it based on
diverse social and cultural contexts.

The research is based on a purposive sample of audio¢ visual¢ and
digital media texts¢ covering both traditional outlets (such as Iraqi and
regional satellite channels) and digital platforms (including social media
and interactive content). The analysis focuses on five core semantic
dimensions: the humanitarian—civilizational discourse¢ comparative
framing¢ interpretive reception by diasporic communities¢ political
signification¢ and the impact of digital media and technology—alongside
gender representation and symbolic economic dynamics.

Findings indicate that the media discourse on Arbaeen is characterized
by high symbolic density and emotionally charged language fields that
fulfill communicative¢ ritualistic and mobilizing functions. Audience
reception¢ particularly in digital and diasporic settings¢ plays an active role
in reconstructing meaning through participatory and affective engagement.
The study emphasizes the need for a renewed media discourse—one that
reflects the pluralism of Arbaeen participants and articulates the broader
humanistic and spiritual values embodied in the pilgrimage.

: Arbaeen pilgrimage« media discourse« semantics¢ symbolisms
reception¢ digital media< humanitarian dimension.
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