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The Iraqi National Security and Its Relationship with the Arbaeen
Pilgrimage Amid Regional and International Developments

Dr. Khalid Abdul-Ghaffar Al-Bayati
Al-Nahrain Center for Strategic Studies
Asst Lect. Ahmed Mzahim

The Arbaeen pilgrimage is considered one of the most significant
religious events in Iraq, attracting millions of pilgrims from within and
outside the country. This makes it a multi-dimensional event—security-
wise, economically, and politically. Amidst rapidly evolving regional and
international dynamics, a key question emerges: To what extent does the
Arbaeen pilgrimage affect Iraq’s national security, and what risks does the
state face in managing this massive annual event—especially under the

weight of security threats and external interventions?

This research aims to examine the impact of the Arbaeen pilgrimage
on Iraqi national security and to analyze the regional and international
factors that influence it—whether in the security, economic, or political
domains. The study also seeks to present an integrated vision on how to

enhance Iraq’s national security during this event, proposing policies and



measures to balance the freedom of religious practice with the requirements
of security and stability. The central research problem revolves around
understanding how this occasion influences Iraq’s national security in
light of current regional and international conditions, as well as identifying

effective management mechanisms to ensure stability.

Theresearch adopts a descriptive methodology, collecting and analyzing
available data on the Arbaeen pilgrimage and its multiple impacts. It also
employs theoretical frameworks related to national security to understand

the nature of the challenges Iraq faces during Arbaeen.

The study addresses the concept of Iraqi national security and its various
dimensions, highlighting the importance of confronting economic, social,
and political challenges. It also explores the religious and social significance
of the Arbaeen pilgrimage by analyzing its historical roots and its role
in reinforcing identity and social cohesion. Furthermore, the study sheds
light on the security challenges Iraq faces during the pilgrimage period,
including terrorist threats, foreign interference, and human overcrowding,
and it reviews the Iraqi government’s efforts to manage these risks through

security coordination and the enhancement of security infrastructure.

In addition, the research discusses the economic and political aspects
of the pilgrimage. On the economic side, the event boosts demand for
goods and services and creates temporary job opportunities, positively
impacting economic activity. Politically, the pilgrimage draws regional and
international attention, with some regional powers seeking to exploit it for
political gains. This underscores the need to adopt balanced policies that
preserve Iraq’s sovereignty and stability. The research also examines the

effects of regional and international changes on Iraq during the pilgrimage,



including political interference and economic sanctions, and how these

factors influence the state’s ability to effectively manage the event.

The research concludes that while the Arbaeen pilgrimage holds
profound religious and social importance, it also presents a major
challenge to Iraq’s national security. It requires a comprehensive strategy
to ensure it is managed in a way that promotes stability and prevents its
exploitation by regional and international actors or armed groups. Through
the development of an advanced security policy, enhanced coordination
among security agencies, and the use of modern technologies in crowd
management, Iraq can achieve a balance between protecting its national
security and ensuring the freedom of religious practice. The study also
recommends formulating developmental policies that leverage the
pilgrimage to support the local economy and strengthen Iraq’s foreign

relations in a way that serves its national interests.

In conclusion, the Arbaeen pilgrimage remains a pivotal event that
demands a comprehensive strategy to ensure Iraq’s stability. With the
adoption of robust security and economic policies, the Iraqi government
can enhance national security and leverage the pilgrimage to elevate Iraq’s

regional and international standing.

Arbaeen Pilgrimage, Iraqi National Security, Regional and
International Interventions, Management of Religious Crowds, Political

and Security Stability.
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