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The Semiotics of the Emotion of Love in the Arbaeen Pilgrimage

A Study in Light of the Semiotics of Emotions

Asst.Dr.Taher Bavi
shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Iran
Prof.Dr.Rasoul Balavi

shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Iran

The semiotics of emotions focuses on analyzing how feelings are
represented and embodied through symbols and signs in literary texts and
various cultural contexts. This theory examines the role of signs in conveying
human emotions and the recipient’s response to these signals at the levels
of perception and sentiment. This methodology also provides a deeper
understanding of how emotional messages influence the audience and how
their interpretations vary based on their cultural backgrounds and personal
experiences. The Arbaeen pilgrimage of Imam Hussein (peace be upon him)
is one of the most prominent emotional and spiritual manifestations in Shiite
culture, reflecting profound feelings of love, loyalty, and sacrifice. These
emotions can be analyzed from a semiotic perspective to understand how
they are constructed and symbolized within religious and social discourse.
Using a descriptive-analytical approach, this study aims to analyze the
emotion of love in the text of the Arbaeen pilgrimage from a semiotic
perspective and to understand how this emotion is shaped as a semiotic sign
carrying spiritual and social connotations. The study finds that the emotion
of love appears as a complex sentiment composed of multiple feelings, such
as joy and sorrow, where love transforms into a force of resistance against
oppression. The pilgrim expresses dissociation from the enemies of Imam
Hussein (peace be upon him) and prays against them, reflecting that love is
not merely an emotional sentiment but also a moral and political stance that
embodies commitment to spiritual values and human principles.

: Imam Hussein (peace be upon him), Semiotics of Emotions,
Love, Hatred, Arbaeen Pilgrimage.
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