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Hussain’s leadership has been characterized by its sustainability across generations,
reflecting its penetration of the spirit, emotions, and minds of the masses. These
people found in its dimensions a means to foster positive behavior and build a society
capable of combating injustice and corruption, drawing inspiration from the approach
of Imam Hussein (peace be upon him).

This leadership has had a profound spiritual impact and contributed to creating a
state of harmony and agreement between the masses and their leadership. It remains
present in the human conscience and capable of generating leadership models and
reform practices that contribute to preserving society and guiding it toward guidance
and righteousness. Furthermore, this spiritual connection is not temporary, but rather
a sustainable, long-term one that strengthens the reciprocal relationship between
Imam Hussein’s (peace be upon him) leadership and his masses throughout the ages,
contributing to consolidating the principles of humanity and strengthening social
cohesion. The Husseini leadership derived its legitimacy from its divine nature, based
on religious teachings. Imam Hussein (peace be upon him) is considered an infallible
Imam whose obedience is obligatory. This gave his leadership a spiritual dimension
deeply rooted in the consciousness of individuals, making it a reliable approach for
building sustainable social cohesion.

Therefore, this study aims to uncover the sustainable spiritual impact of Imam



Hussein’s (peace be upon him) leadership role in achieving social cohesion, using
the Arbaeen pilgrimage as an applied model. A descriptive-analytical approach was
adopted, relying on a questionnaire directed at a purposive sample consisting of
professors at the University of the Prophets’ Inheritors (peace be upon them) in Iraq
and a select group of clerics participating in the Arbaeen pilgrimage activities or

associated with the Husseini discourse and community guidance.

(122) questionnaires were distributed, and (104) of them were returned for
statistical analysis. The results showed that the spiritual leadership of Imam Hussein
(peace be upon him) had a positive and effective impact on strengthening the
components of social cohesion across its various dimensions: spiritual connection,
belief in leadership, intellectual and emotional connection, self-reform, and moral

reform.

Keywords: Husseini leadership, spiritual leadership, social cohesion, Arbaeen
pilgrimage, sustainability, reform, spiritual influence, clerics, university professors.
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