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The Role of Psychological Operations in Targeting Arba’een
Pilgrims

Ass .Lec / .Yahya Shuayb Abbas Al-Satani
Researcher in National Security Affairs

Civil Society Organizations / Human Rights

This research aims to demonstrate the effects and methods represented
by the psychological operations targeting the Arbaeen pilgrimage of
Imam Hussein (peace be upon him), particularly the effects on the
behavior of pilgrims before and during the pilgrimage. We address the
issue of psychological operations as they threaten the security aspect of
the holy occasion. Therefore, we do not limit them to a specific time and
place in the months of Muharram and Safar, or to the holy city of Karbala
alone. However, it is very possible that their scope will expand with the
expanding radiation range of the revolution of Imam Hussein (peace be
upon him). However, the focus remains on the millions-strong gatherings
that produce greater emotional outbursts. The psychological effects
caused by psychological operations over time may have a more dangerous
and broader behavioral impact than other confrontations, given that the
outcomes of psychological operations cannot be random acts without prior
scientific planning under the slogan “You will do what I want, according
to your will,” based on meticulously prepared scientific, technical, and
statistical preparations. Therefore, we must recognize the importance of
the desired objectives before the pilgrimage, which justifies ignoring this
great event with full knowledge. The nature of these rituals, especially
the historical knowledge of what will happen on this historical spot of
the earth and the revolutionary action that erupted during the past two
years of the events of (the Flood of Al-Agsa) and the results imposed on
the ground, these results reinforce the fears of the maker of psychological
operations to continue and search for new means to feed the implemented
programs and the forms may vary from psychological operations to media



warfare or information warfare or soft warfare or electronic warfare or
ideological warfare or political warfare or propaganda war, and in the
midst of these dangers and threats we seek to clarify that through: -

Hypothesis: This celestial event, represented by the martyrdom of Imam
Hussain (peace be upon him), his eternal revolution, and his humanitarian
calls for reform, justice, and the elevation of human dignity, should serve
as beacons that illuminate all nations striving for human rights and the
upliftment of suffering humanity—especially after the materialistic West
has been exposed for its false claims in this regard.

2. Problem Statement
We will attempt to answer the following questions:

-Does the Arbaeen pilgrimage face psychological violations and
threats? (Main question)

-What methods and tools are being used?
-Who are the beneficiaries of these violations?
-Who are the targeted groups?

3. Research Methodology:

Given the intricate details and overlap with other terms and
definitions, an analytical approach and methodology will aid in
reaching the precise aspects that help clarify the true meaning of the
subject. This will be done by navigating through the various branches
of human and social sciences and examining the extent to which they
are exploited in actions that threaten individuals and societal security.
4.ResearchStructure: Theresearchpaperconsistsofthreesections,asfollows:
-Section One: Theoretical Framework — Keywords.

-Section Two: Tools and Methods of Psychological Operations
-Section Three: Practical Applications of Potential Threats.

5.Keywords:PsychologicalOperations,Communication,Arbaeen
Pilgrimage.

Propaganda-social  engineering-Communication  tools-
Communication tools--psychological operations.
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