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Prospects of the Arbaeen Pilgrimage Walk in Opening New Horizons
for the Social Sciences: Reflections on the Utopian Perspective of the
Pilgrimage

Prof. Dr. Mohammad Reza Ghaemi Nik
Al-Razavi University of Islamic Sciences, Mashhad, Iran
Sheikh Ahmad Naseri

Since the mid-fourth decade of the Solar Hijri calendar, Iranians have
increasingly participated in the Arba'een pilgrimage, transforming this
historical event into a true "collective phenomenon." This shift has sparked
diverse sociological analyses, with two prominent perspectives emerging:

Questions about the compatibility of the social dimensions of this
religious phenomenon with modern Western secular social sciences.

Interpretations framing the phenomenon as a step toward realizing
modern Islamic civilization, a preparation for the era of Imam Mahdi’s
reappearance (may Allah hasten it), or a movement to build the Islamic
nation, particularly in continuity with the Islamic Revolution.

While these perspectives offer epistemological insights, uncritical
engagement with them may lead to misunderstandings, spiritual emptiness,
or identity crises. Thus, there is a need to critically examine these views
by theoretically comparing them—especially their social dimensions—
with prevailing literature in modern sociology. This article represents a
preliminary effort in this direction.

:Collectivephenomenon, compassionatesociety, civilizational
dimension, collective spiritual fulfillment, theoretical comparison.
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