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The life and legacy of Imam al-Hussain (peace be upon him) stand as one of
the most significant reformist models in Islamic history, embodying unique human
values such as justice, dignity, sacrifice, and reform. The Arbaeen pilgrimage
likewise represents a remarkable socio-religious experience, wherein the behavior
of the pilgrims reflects the highest expressions of solidarity, mutual support, and

volunteerism.

This study is grounded in the hypothesis that such values and behaviors form
fertile ground for building a fair and sustainable societal model, aligned with the
concepts and objectives of sustainable development. Despite the global advancement
of development theories, many societies still suffer from gaps in social justice
and sustainable development. In this context, there is a pressing need to revisit
religious and social values as alternative or complementary sources to contemporary

development models.

Accordingly, the central question of this research is: To what extent can the legacy
of Imam al-Hussain (peace be upon him) and the conduct of the pilgrims during the

Arbaeen pilgrimage contribute to building a just and sustainable society in line with



modern development concepts?

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology, through: (1) analyzing
the content of the Hussaini legacy, (2) observing and analyzing behaviors and
practices during the Arbaeen pilgrimage, and (3) comparing these findings with the

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

The paper consists of two main sections:The first provides a conceptual

introduction to defining sustainable development.

The second explores practical aspects of sustainable development drawn from the
life of Imam al-Hussain (peace be upon him) and the conduct of his pilgrims during

the Arbaeen pilgrimage.

The study concludes with several findings, including: that sustainable development
is a community-driven and conscious process, sharing essential characteristics with
the objectives of the Hussaini movement—despite differences in historical and
geographical context. Both aim to eradicate poverty and hunger, ensure quality
education and good health, combat injustice, deviation, and corruption, invest in

energy, and achieve the remaining sustainable development goals.

Keywords: Hussaini Renaissance, Arbaeen Pilgrimage, Sustainable Development,

Imam al-Hussain.
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