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The Role of Mediain Covering the Arabian Pilgrimage and Its
Impact on Awareness and Social Attitudes

Prof.Muntaha Abdel-Zahra
University of Mustansiriya/ College of Education
Asst. Prof. Dr. Bakr Abdul-Majeed Mohammed
College of Arts— Samarra University
Asst. Lect. Safda Abdulhussein
Ministry of Education

The Role of Mediain Covering the Arabian Pilgrimage and Its Impact
onAwarenessand Social AttitudesMediain all itsforms playsasignificant
role in shaping public awareness¢ both at the individual and societal levels.
Whether the message conveyed is positive or negative media remains a
double-edged sword: it can either contribute to reinforcing sound values
and practices or serve as a destructive force against them. Therefore«
those responsible for managing mediain the Arab and Islamic world bear
a considerable responsibility in selecting the content presented across
various platforms« including radio¢ television¢ and others

When the concept of Husseini media is introduced« what often comes
to mind isthe intense media activity aimed at commemorating the tragedy
of Karbala and the immense oppression endured by Imam Hussein (peace
be upon him) and his family¢« along with the subsequent grave events.
This commemoration often emphasizes the emotional dimension of the
tragedy¢ aiming to stir human emotions and awaken the conscience of the
audience« thereby naturally aligning their awareness with the oppressed
and condemning the oppressor. While this is undoubtedly a crucial and
impactful aspect: it does not encompass the entirety of the Husseini cause

The deep conviction among a wide audience of believers that the
revolution of Imam Hussein (peace be upon him) was not driven by
personal ambitions or political struggles for power« but rather by a purely
reformist mission to revive divine values and confront deviation¢ grants
Husseini media a broader horizon. It moves beyond emotional appeal to
the construction of conscious awareness.



In this context¢ media outlets—particularly during the Arabian
pilgrimage—play a pivotal role in documenting the event and amplifying its
socia and intellectual impact. Thisisachieved by broadcasting the scenes of
the millions marching toward Karbala and highlighting the manifestations
of sacrifice« solidarity¢ and the voluntary services offered by people« all of
which reflect the profound sense of belonging to this just cause.

Media efforts to commemorate the tragic memory take various formss
including the dissemination of visual¢ audio¢< and written content that
stirs emotions¢ stimulates thought< and reinforces the performance of
Husseini rituals¢ given their significant role in shaping religious identity
and maintaining connection with the principles for which Imam Hussein
(peace be upon him) sacrificed. Thus¢ Husseini media is not limited
to evoking tears or emotions—it also serves as a tool for education¢
awareness¢ and the development of social and ethical stances that reject
injustice and support the truth.

The current study aimed to explore the role of media in covering the
Arabian pilgrimage and itsimpact on awarenessand social attitudes. It also
sought to determine whether there are statistically significant differences
in these perceptions based on gender among Arabian pilgrims.

The research focused on a sample of )100 Arabian pilgrims of Imam
Hussein (peace be upon him) for the academic year (2024-2025). The
researchers defined a set of key termsrelated to the theoretical framework
of the study and carried out several methodological steps¢ including a
description of the research population and the sel ection of asample of (100)
participants. A research tool was developed and validated for reliability
and consistency. The study resulted in a set of findings that were presented¢
analyzed¢ and interpreted« ultimately leading to a number of conclusions¢
as well as recommendations and suggestions relevant to the topic.

:Role of Media« Coverage of the Arabian Pilgrimage« Awarenesss
Social Attitudes.
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Ziyarat Arbaeen and Community Security

Dr. Amal Mohammed Hassan Jasem Al-Asadi
University of Baghdad — College of Arts

This research highlights the impact of Ziyarat Arbaeen on the security of
both community and family. It begins by defining the terms “security”
and “safety,” then discusses the threats facing the security of Iragi families
through statistics and illustrative examples. The paper then addresses
the solutions provided by Ziyarat Arbaeen in safeguarding families and
society, aswell asin preserving theidentity of Irag and its people. Finally,
the study offersa set of proposals aimed at maximizing the benefits of this
global million-person pilgrimage.

:Ziyarat Arbaeen, security, safety, family, identity, non-
governmental organizations.
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Theroleof cyber security in achieving Iraqgi national security

(zyarat al-arbaeen asamodel )

Asst.Prof.Dr. Ali Jassim Mohammed
College of Palitical Science - Al-Mustansiriyah University
Asst.Prof.Dr. saad ali hussein .
College of Palitical Science - Al-Mustansiriyah University

Security isthedesired goal of humanity. With the development of societies,
theinformation revol ution, communication, and the movetowardstheworld of
knowledge and information, anew space has been formed, namely cyberspace,
which is used by the state. These technical and information developments
have created many security threats, especialy at the national level, which
has become more vulnerable to the risk of exposure due to the ease of access
to information provided by modern means of communication and contact,
with the presence of many means of security and information espionage
that aim to seize information spread across cyberspace in various ways and
methods, in addition to propaganda and the dissemination of terrorist rumors
viasocial media, whichisanimportant part of electronic terrorism, especially
in large human gatherings such as million-person visits, especialy the zyarat
a-arbaeen of Imam Hussein (peace be upon him), that great and important
annual event that attracts millions of visitorsfrom all over the world, and what
terrorists may exploit to spread chaos, is what necessitated the development
of anew concept of security in order to confront these electronic threats and
challenges. The concept of cyber security came as a response to these threats
in order to preserve national security and the safety and sovereignty of states,
because cyber security information plays an important role in protecting the
national security of the state. It could completely threaten the security of the
stateif it is exposed or breached, which could cost the state alot of losses on
the security, political, social and economic levels.

:Cyber security - National Security - Cyber Terrorism- Combating
- ArbagenPilgrimage.
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Normal Distribution and Poisson Analysisfor a Proposed Statistical

Model to Organize the Entry of Million-Scale Crowds into Holy

Karbala During the Arba’een Visitation in Light of Increasing

Visitor Trends
Assistant Professor Dr. Ligaa Zaki Hammadi
University of Baghdad - College of Science - Department of Mathematics
Dr. Iman Muhammad Ali
University of Baghdad - College of Science - Department of Earth Sciences

Assistant Professor Dr. Anwar Kazem Musa

University of Baghdad - College of Science - Department of Earth Sciences

The holy city of Karbala faces significant logistical challenges during
the annual Arba’een visitation due to the continuous surge in the number
of visitors from within Iraq and abroad. This research aims to develop
a dynamic statistical model integrating diverse data sources to predict
visitor volume, spatiotemporal distribution, and seasonal patterns by
applying statistical methodologies including descriptive analysis, analysis
of variance (ANOVA), and time-series regression models based on two

primary probability distributions:

Normal Distribution: Used to monitor general patterns in daily visitor
flow and long-term seasonal trends, as aggregate data tends to follow
this distribution. This enables the use of predictive tools such as linear

regression and seasonal component analysis.

Poisson Distribution: Applied to analyze intermittent arrival events over
short time periods or at specific entry points, where flow is characterized
by temporal irregularity and discrete events. This distribution provides
an effective tool for accurately modeling human flows at both macro and

micro levels, particularly during peak hours or at specific gates.



The integration of time-series regression algorithms and ANOVA
has enhanced the accuracy of the model’s predictions, allowing for the
development of proactive crowd management plans, efficient resource
allocation, and preparedness for sudden influxes. Consequently, this model
can be adopted as a standardized tool to support planning authorities in
formulating emergency strategies, distributing services, and ensuring the
highest levels of organization and safety during million-scale events. The
model is also applicable to other major religious gatherings with high

population densities.

Million-scale crowds, visitor services, Arba’een visitation,

mathematical statistics, estimation.
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The Role of Tourist Housing in the Sustainability of Karbala City
Center (TheArbaeen Pilgrimage asa Model)
Asst. Prof. Maareb Y. H. Amer
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research / Al-Mustansiriyah
University

Prof. Jamal B. Al-Saadi

Education and Scientific Research / University of Baghdad Center for Urban
and Regional Planning

Karbalaisacity with deep-rooted religious and historical significance,
known above all for the shrines of Imam Hussein and Imam Abbas (peace
be upon them). These sacred sites, along with anumber of other pilgrimage
destinations and historic landmarks, have made Karbalaamgjor center of
spiritual and cultural importance—not just in Irag, but acrossthe Arab and
Islamicworld.

Given this unique role, strengthening the tourism sector has become
a key concern for the city. This includes restoring heritage sites, making
them more accessible, and improving services like accommodations,
transportation, and infrastructure. In recent years, attention has also turned
toward more sustainable tourism practices—ones that support the local
community while preserving the city’s cultural and spiritual identity.

One such practice, which has become especially important during
religious occasions like the Arbaeen pilgrimage, is the use of private homes
to host visitors. This informal form of lodging isn't new—it’'s common in
many parts of theworld—Dbut in Karbala, it carries added meaning. Opening
up one's home to pilgrims is not only a way to help with the overflow of
visitors, but also a reflection of the city’s values: generosity, faith, and a



strong sense of community. For many residents, it’s not about money—it’s
a spiritual duty and a source of pride.

This study focused on the city center, where demand for housing is
highest due to its closeness to the shrines. Surveys were given to local
government employees and staff at the Imam Hussein shrine to better
understand how people view this kind of tourism and whether they see it

as sustainable in the long run.

The responses were largely positive. Many residents welcomed the
idea of hosting pilgrims, noting the economic benefits—from extra
income to increased business for local shops and markets. Others pointed
out that home stays offer visitors a more persona experience, including
privacy and home-cooked meals, which hotels can’'t always provide. At
the same time, respondents al so stressed the need for better regul ation and
stronger infrastructure to ensure that this practice remains manageable

and beneficia in the future.

Tourist accommodation, Volunteer housing, Arbaeen pilgrimage,

Competitiveness, Sustainability.
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The Semantic Dimensionsin the Media L anguage of the Arbaeen Visit
An Analytical Study in Expression and Reception

Asst. Prof. Dr. Sadeer Hossam Kareem Mohammed
.Directorate of Education — Maysan Governorate

This study aims to analyze the semantic dimensions embedded in
the media language surrounding the Arbaeen pilgrimage« approached
as a ritualistic and cultural phenomenon that transcends local religious
practice to encompass global symbolic and humanitarian significance. The
analysis adopts a semiotic—pragmatic framework¢ drawing on semantics
and reception theory to explore how media discourse constructs meaning
through symbolic expression¢ and how audiences reinterpret it based on
diverse social and cultural contexts.

The research is based on a purposive sample of audio¢ visual¢ and
digital media texts¢ covering both traditional outlets (such as Iraqi and
regional satellite channels) and digital platforms (including social media
and interactive content). The analysis focuses on five core semantic
dimensions: the humanitarian—civilizational discourse¢ comparative
framing¢ interpretive reception by diasporic communities¢ political
signification¢ and the impact of digital media and technology—alongside
gender representation and symbolic economic dynamics.

Findings indicate that the media discourse on Arbaeen is characterized
by high symbolic density and emotionally charged language fields that
fulfill communicative¢ ritualistic and mobilizing functions. Audience
reception¢ particularly in digital and diasporic settings¢ plays an active role
inreconstructing meaning through participatory and affective engagement.
The study emphasizes the need for a renewed media discourse—one that
reflects the pluralism of Arbaeen participants and articulates the broader
humanistic and spiritual values embodied in the pilgrimage.

: Arbaeen pilgrimage« media discourse« semantics¢ symbolisms
reception¢ digital media< humanitarian dimension.
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The Moral Philosophy Behind the Orderlinessof the Arbaeen
Pilgrimage of Imam al-Husayn
A Per spective from Yemeni University Students
Dr. Nagjiba Mohammed Mutahar
University of Yemen / Sanda

his study examines the Arbaeen pilgrimage as a moral school that
fosters values such as patience« humility¢ altruisme¢ sacrifice¢ chastity¢
courage¢ loyalty« disavowal¢ and peaceful coexistence. It aims to
highlight the ethical philosophy behind the discipline of participating in
the Arbaeen pilgrimage« particularly among Yemeni university students
who are unaware of its significance and objectives. The study employed
a descriptive-analytical approach¢ designing a questionnaire consisting of
27 items. After verifying its validity and reliability¢ it was administered
to a random sample of 200 students out of a total of 1:890 from various
Yemeni universities. The results indicated that Yemeni university students
have a low level of awareness regarding the Arbaeen pilgrimage across
different disciplines. Additionally¢ some university administrators show
little interest in these rituals¢ leading to a lack of awareness about their
objectives. The study also found no statistically significant differences in
participants’ views on the importance of the pilgrimage based on gender
or academic qualifications. In light of these findings¢ the study presents
several recommendations and suggestions to enhance awareness of the
Arbaeen pilgrimage within academic institutions

Moral behavior« commitment¢ discipline¢ university
students.
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Designing and Analyzing the Media Narrative M odel
of Arbaeen Pilgrimagein the Context of Soft Warfare

A Comparative Study in International Media

Dr. Hojjat Haji Mohammed
University Tehran

The Arbaeen pilgrimage stands as one of the largest religious gatherings
in the Islamic world, carrying deep spiritual, symbolic, and identity-
based significance. Despite its massive scale, its media coverage remains
fragmented, distorted, or ideologically framed—yparticularly in the context
of rising global soft warfare strategies. This research aims to develop an
analytical model of media narrative framing of the Arbaeen pilgrimage by
conducting a comparative study of narratives across Western, Arab, and
Isamic media outlets. The goal is to explore how public perception is
shaped and how religious identity is framed within the international media
space. The study employs a qualitative methodology, combining critical
discourse analysis with structural narrative modeling. A purposive sample
of content from global media platforms—including BBC, CNN, Al Jazeera,
Press TV, and RT—was analyzed. Findings reveal four dominant narrative
types (emotional, securitized, ritualistic, and resistant-symbolic), each
varying in terms of medium, messaging, and cognitive-emotional influence.
The results underscore the media narrative's capacity to reshape collective
consciousness, either by undermining or reinforcing Shi’a identity. The
study proposes a multi-layered analytical model incorporating structural,
agent-based, and val ue-driven components of medianarratives. It concludes
by recommending strategic narrative production policies to counteract
soft warfare, encouraging multi-platform storytelling that emphasizes the
universal and humanitarian dimensions of the Arbaeen phenomenon.

:Arbaeen Pilgrimage,MediaNarratives,SoftWarfare, Religious
| dentity,International Media,DiscourseAnalysis.
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TheArbaeen Pilgrimage in the Works of Ja‘far ibn Nima al-Hilli
(680 AH /1281 AD)

Lecturer: Dr. Marwa Ghazi Mohammed
Al-Nahrain University / University Presidency / Department of Student Affairs

Thisresearch, titled (TheArbaeen VisitintheWorks of Jaafar BinNama
Al-Hilli), discusses the historical, political, and ideological dimensions of
the topic of the visit through the two books of Jaafar Bin Nama Al-Hilli
(The Book that Stirs Sorrows or Enlightens the Ways of Grief and The
Book of Dhub Al-Nadhar in Explaining Revenge), as the research follows
the most important narratives and opinions. And the analyzes presented
by Jaafar bin NamaAl-Hilli regarding the Al-Taf incident, the procession
of the captives, and the beginnings of the Arba een visit. This research
is considered one of the topics that have not been discussed and studied
previously. The author derived hisinformation from the books of Abu Al-
Mukhanf (d. 156 AH / 773 AD), Al-Baladhuri (d. 279 AH / 892 AD), and
Tabari (d. d. 319 AH /923 AD), and wastaken at timesfrom Al-Khatib Al-
Baghdadi (463 AH / 1070 AD) and others, and he supported the historical
events in some places with the hadiths of the Prophet and in other places
with the hadiths of theimams. The problem raised by the research includes
the following question: Did the opinions and propositions of Jaafar bin
Nama differ regarding The events of the Karbala incident and the events
that followed from the rest of the previous scholars.

(Jaafar bin Nama, the At-Taf incident)
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This study aims to examine the impact of the Arbaeen pilgrimage as
a religious phenomenon. reflecting its impact on economic and social
development in host cities. The study demonstrates that the Arbaeen
pilgrimage constitutes an economic stimulus for the local underground
economy. highlighting the service sector. such as transportation. tourism.
trade. and industry. among others. It also creates temporary and permanent
jobopportunities. Thispilgrimageal sofosterssocial and spiritual solidarity
and cohesi onamong peopl e. opening horizonsfor international and cultural
cooperation between countries through the transfer of cultures. values.
and customs. which visitors reflect through community initiatives. The
study’s findings indicate that maximizing the resources and sustainable
benefits of this phenomenon requires in-depth strategic planning through
the development of local servicesthat arereflected in the community even
after the pilgrimage. It also requires devel oping and improving crowd and
resource management. especially given the increasing number of pilgrims
each year. which requires sustainability. The study aso recommends
strengthening policies that support local sectors. such as improving
services. developing volunteer programs. organizing processions and
organizations. and recycling waste. all of which contribute to the positive
impact To visit the local development and its long-term sustainability.
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